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TABLE 5.1 Mohs Hardness Scale
7,000 Diamond ?
Mohs # Mineral or Substance
10 Diamond
6,000 9 Corundum (ruby)
8 Topaz
7 Quartz
NE 5,000 6.5 Steel file
= 6 Orthoclase (K-feldspar)
[ 5.5 Steel knife; glass
7 5 Apatite
1]
o 4000F 4 Fluorite
j= 35 Copper penny
% 3 Calcite
% 3,000 | 25 F/'ngernai/
b Gypsum
(o]
P 1 Talc
g 2 000 - Corundum
1,000 :
‘ Apatite Quartz
Lo Fluorite
Gypsum Orthoclase
0 Tale L 1 L ! ! 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Mohs number

Mohs's numbers are relative—in reality, diamond is 3.5 times harder
than corundum, as the graph shows.
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